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Club News 
 

Club Meetings 
 

Date: Tues. Jan. 10, 2012, 7:30 p.m. 

Speaker: Carolyn Schultz, Exec. Dir., Ontario Nature 

Topic: Preserving Wild Species and Wild Spaces 
 

Date: Tues. Feb. 14, 2012, 7:30 p.m. 

Speaker: Greg Mitchell, University of Guelph 

Topic: Savannah Sparrows: Life History Tradeoffs 
 

Date: Tues. Mar. 13, 2012, 7:30 p.m. 

Speaker: Kate Siena, Turtle Trauma Centre 
 

New members are welcome! Club meetings are held on 

the second Tuesday of every month. Admission is FREE. 

Please join us at the River Drive Park Community 

Centre, 20 Oak Avenue, off Queensville Sideroad. 
 

 

YSN Executive Committee 2011/2012 
 

¶ President  OPEN 

¶ Past President Paul Barker 

¶ Vice-President OPEN 

¶ Recording Secretary  OPEN 

¶ Membership Secretary Sharon Hamilton 

¶ Treasurer/Archivist Linda Gilkes 

¶ Conservation Director Sylvia Bowman 

¶ Stewardship  Mike van den Tillaart 

¶ Speakers  OPEN 

¶ Publicity  Valerie Liney 

¶ Social Convenor Jeanne Beneteau 

¶ Website  Ross Riley 

¶ Newsletter  Janet Thompson 

Happy New Year! 
 

 
Photo provided by Bill Thompson, LSRCA 

 

 We are honoured to have Carolyn Schultz, 

Executive Director of Ontario Nature, as our guest 

speaker this month. She will be giving her 

presentation on ñPreserving Wild Species and Wild 

Spacesò. We look forward to a renewal of 

inspiration from the head of our parent federation. 

 Speaking of inspiration, we hope you will 

continue to enjoy the outdoors all winter long, by 

hiking at the Scanlon Creek Conservation Area, 

pictured above, or other local places listed on p. 4. 

After all, ñin Wildness is the preservation of the 

Worldò ï Thoreau. 
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Birding  
 

Bradford Area CBC Report 

Story By Ron Fleming 

Photos by Kevin Shackleton 
 

 On the very last day of 2011, 16 local naturalists 

participated in the 14th annual Bradford Christmas 

Bird Count. Despite the overnight arrival of 

freezing rain, the morning of Saturday, December 

31 brought mild enough temperatures to melt the 

potentially hazardous ice that had formed on many 

local roads. 

 

 
 

 The Spectre of Cancellation that had troubled my 

sleep was gone by sunrise and everyone except the 

flu-ridden John Watson ventured out to find, 

identify and count as many birds as possible. 

 Our count circle was divided into five areas, as 

indicated below: 

 

¶ Area 1 (Cookstown) ï Bruce and Jean Wilson 

with Jane Sorenson 

¶ Area 2 (Bond Head) ï Dan Stuckey and Brian 

Moyle (with one section covered by Lyn 

Bersevskis, her son Peter and her father Paul 

Aird) 

¶ Area 3 (Couslon) ï Peter Wukasch, Andrew 

Wilton and Arthur Meier 

¶ Area 4 (Bradford) ï Ron Fleming, Mike van den 

Tillaart, Dorothy Brace and Marion McLeod 

¶ Area 5 (Holland Landing) ï Kevin Shackleton 

 

 Many CBC participants will recall count days 

with bitter temperatures that kept walking to an 

absolute minimum. This was not the case on New 

Yearôs Eve day; a relatively balmy high of 2 ̄ C 

actually invited walking, so a lot of ground (15.5 

km between the five groups, to be exact) was 

covered on foot.  

 Driving conditions were not perfect (they rarely 

are on a CBC), but they were far better than I had 

anticipated given the nocturnal icing. Relatively 

good road conditions enabled a further 707 km to be 

covered by the six automobiles involved on count 

day.  

 Despite some low-lying fog that often hampered 

visibility, the five groups observed a cumulative 

total of 50 species, which is above our CBC average 

of 46 species and tied for the third-highest species 

count. (Our highest total was 53 species on 

December 29, 2001.) 

 Of the 5,142 birds tallied during the course of 

the day, an American Coot observed by Kevin 

Shackleton in the water retention pond behind 

Silver City in Newmarket was most notable. It was 

our first coot for the count and brought the 

historical species total up to an impressive 93 

species.  

 

 
American Coot (centre of photo) with Mallards 

 

A Red-winged Blackbird seen by Dan Stuckey and 

Brian Moyle was also a nice surprise considering 

the late date and, for the fourth consecutive year, 

my team found a small group of White-crowned 

Sparrows wintering in the Holland Marsh. These 

species are typically well south of here by 

November. 
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 Other highlights for the day included 525 

Common Mergansers observed in the open 

stretches of Cookôs Bay by Peter Wukaschôs group, 

four Red-bellied Woodpeckers, 200 American 

Robins, 30 Pine Siskins, 34 Horned Larks  and 

singles of Common Redpoll, Golden-crowned 

Kingl et and Greater Black-backed Gull.  

 

 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 

 

 Birds of prey are always exciting to see and this 

yearôs observations included two Snowy Owls, 

three Screech Owls and four Great Horned Owls, 

with Kevinôs pre-dawn efforts accounting for most 

of these. 

 

 
Snowy Owl 

 

Bruce and Jean Wilson found the only Merlin  for 

the day, while Mike van den Tillaart located the 

only Northern Harrier  as it coursed low over the 

West Holland River, moving in and out of visibility 

through a dense patch of fog. Also tallied were 18 

Red-tailed Hawks, six American Kestrels, two 

Cooperôs Hawks, a single Sharp-shinned Hawk 

and six Northern Shrikes (the songbird-turned-

hunter).  

 

 
Red-tailed Hawk 
 

 
Cooperôs Hawk 

 

 Notable misses for the count were Bald Eagle, 

Rough-legged Hawk, Common Raven and Ruffed 

Grouse. 

 Many thanks go out to all who participated in 

this yearôs count.  

 The 15th annual Bradford CBC will take place 

on Saturday, December 29 ï about 11.5 months 

from now. Until then, keep your binoculars up and 

your inner child marvelling! 
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Hiking  
 

 

Town of East Gwillimbury Trails Committee 
Walks held second Saturday of every month 
 

Date:  Sat. Jan. 14, 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

Place:  Bendor Graves Regional Forest Tract 

Meet:  Kennedy Rd., 500 m north of Davis Drive 

 

Date:  Sat. Feb. 11, 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

Place:  Holland River Trail 

Meet:  Rogers Reservoir parking lot 

   Green Lane, east of Second Concession 
 

Koffler Scientific Reserve at Jokerôs Hill 
Please register online at http://ksr.utoronto.ca 
 

Date:  Sat. Jan. 28, 11:00 a.m. OR 1:30 p.m. 

Place:  17000 Dufferin St., south of Hwy 9 

Theme:  The Woods in Winter 

ñThe winter season may seem stark and 

barren, but underneath the snow, organisms 

survive and even thrive! Find out how forest 

organisms function during the frozen 

months with Dr. Monika Havelka, a small 

mammals expert from the University of 

Toronto Mississauga.ò 

 

 

 
Photo by Janet Thompson 

Last yearôs winter hike at Jokerôs Hill was led by 

Dr. Rudy Boonstra of the University of Toronto. 

Field Notes 
By Janet Thompson 

 

 Last winter I had the pleasure of attending one of 

the public hikes offered by the Koffler Scientific 

Reserve. This hike was led by Dr. Rudy Boonstra, 

professor of zoology at the University of Toronto, 

who told us many fascinating details about animals 

in winter. The notes I took were pencilled in haste 

with frozen fingers, so the accuracy of what follows 

is subject to peer review! Did you know ... 

 Red squirrels are ñlarder hoardersò and store 

caches of food in middens. They prefer the seeds of 

coniferous trees and are very territorial. By contrast, 

grey squirrels are ñscatter hoardersò (under a leaf 

here and there) and prefer the hard mast of 

deciduous trees such as oak and beech. They do 

remember where the food is and are not territorial. 

 Mice, shrews and voles do not hibernate but live 

in the subnivean layer, where latent heat from the 

ground melts a thin layer of snow above it to form a 

layer of air under the additional snow cover. Their 

survival depends on the stability of this snow cover; 

if it thaws and then the temperature turns cold, their 

survival rate is low. 
 There are two hibernator species in southern 

Ontario, chipmunks and groundhogs. They hibernate 

in caves where the temperature is about 0̄C. 

 Birds roost in cavities at night in a state of 

torpor, when their body temperature drops about 

12̄ . They survive on body fat, but they cannot be so 

heavy that they cannot escape predators. In a time 

of fewer predators, they accumulate more body fat. 

 White-tailed deer have darker coats in winter 

and can lose up to 30% of their body mass over the 

season. They bed down in the same place every 

night, when they reduce their metabolic rate. They 

prefer hemlock stands where the trees hold the 

snow, creating a ñsnow shadowò underneath where 

the snow is less deep. Deer cannot tolerate over two 

feet of snow. The variation in snow depth 

corresponds to a variation in survival. 

 There was lots more, but youôll have to find out 

for yourself! See column at left for the next winter 

hike at Jokerôs Hill, and look out for hikes in spring, 

summer and autumn as well. 
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Cawthra Mulock Nature Reserve 
 

Located north of Green Lane/Millerôs Sideroad between Bathurst and Dufferin streets, this 108-hectare hidden gem     

was donated to Ontario Nature in 2003 and has been under the stewardship of YSN since 2007. It is open to the public. 
 

              Photo by Marion Mcleod 
 

The Future of Cawthra Mulock 
By Janet Thompson 

 The Cawthra Mulock Nature Reserve has seen 

many changes since it was donated to Ontario 

Nature in 2003. Hiking trails were created at the 

beginning, with improved signage over time. The 

dam was removed and a bridge built over the 

stream. Restoration work on the old sod farm was 

begun with the help of Ontario Streams. There 

have been many tree-planting events, including the 

creation of dedicated legacy areas.  

 In recent months there have been some 

personnel changes. Heather Lotimer has left 

Ontario Streams, to be replaced by Deborah Silver. 

Mark Carabetta has left Ontario Nature, and we 

donôt yet know his replacement. But we know both 

groups remain dedicated to the stewardship of the 

reserve, as are we. 

 Before Mark left, he wrote to us about future 

prospects for the reserve, as follows: 
 

 ñYork Region has approached [Ontario 

Nature] with the proposal of doing a large-scale 

forest project on the reserve as compensation 

for the Bathurst Street project. They picked two 

potential areas for doing this work --- the old sod 

farm along Dufferin, and the area east of the sod 

farm and the stream, in the meadow where the 

orange trail winds through. John Urquhart and I 

met [on Sept. 29, 2011] with staff from LSRCA, 

York Region, and a consulting company who is 

overseeing the permitting for the road project. There 

was also a rep there from [a nursery which has done 

large-scale restoration projects] . . . 

 ñThey are looking to create approximately 9.7 

hectares of restored habitat (5.6 ha of woodland 

and 4.1 ha of grassland/thicket). To give you some 

sense of scale, the entire sod farm is 11.2 ha. They 

will also need to include 50 butternut trees in the 

planting plan to offset the one tree that they are 

destroying and the four trees that they will be 

impacting by creating disturbance within 25 m 

(there is a 10:1 replacement ratio).  

 ñWe steered them towards doing the bulk of the 

restoration work in the sod farm since this is the 

most degraded area of the reserve. If they run out 

of space we are open to talking about restoration 

work in the other field, although it is difficult to 

access. We also, I think, convinced them that the 

sod farm was formerly a wetland that connected to 

the existing provincially significant swamp 

immediately to the south. We explained about the 

tile drains and suggested that any restoration work 

should involve the removal of remaining tile drains 

and an assessment of site hydrology. There seemed 

to be general consensus that the long-term 

restoration goal would be swamp. 

 ñJohn and I will keep you updated as this moves 

forward, and at some future point one of us should 

make a presentation to the YSN about what's 

planned. It should be exciting to watch it unfold.ò 
 

 Mark went on to say that he thought it would be 

at least two years before this project got underway, 

and that in the meantime the current planting and 

restoration projects, including those with Ontario 

Streams, would continue. 


